
   

 

   

 

  
 
May 9, 2022 
 
The Honorable Amy Klobuchar  The Honorable Tina Smith 
U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building   720 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Angie Craig   The Honorable Tom Emmer 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
2442 Rayburn House Office Building  315 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Michelle Fischbach  The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
1237 Longworth House Office Building 2256 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Ilhan Omar   The Honorable Dean Phillips 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
1730 Longworth House Office Building 2452 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Pete Stauber 
U.S. House of Representatives 
461 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Subject: FY23 Federal Appropriations 

 
Dear members of the Minnesota congressional delegation, 
 
On behalf of our member hospitals and health systems, we greatly appreciate your unwavering 
support as we navigate ongoing challenges due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
we’ve discussed in recent meetings with you and your staff, hospitals and health systems are 
operating at razor-thin margins, threatening the viability of essential services such as mental 
health and emergency care. Given the current increased financial pressures on the health care 
sector, many long-term necessary federal health programs require stable funding. We urge you 
to support the following programs in the Fiscal Year 2023 appropriations process which are so 
vitally important to the health of our communities.  



 

   

 

 

• Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program: The Health Resources and Services Administration’s 
(HRSA) Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program provides a comprehensive system of primary 
medical care, medications, and essential support services for low-income patients who 
live with HIV. According to HRSA, more than 50% of people diagnosed with HIV in the 
United States receive services through this program each year.  
 

• Titles VII and VIII education and training programs: Titles VII and VIII are education and 
training programs that help shape the supply, diversity, and distribution of health care 
professionals to address challenges and opportunities associated with health care 
quality and access. These programs are even more essential for recruitment and 
retention as we navigate the current health care workforce crisis.  
 

• Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute: The Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) was reauthorized by Congress in 2019 to improve the quality 
and relevance of evidence available to help patients, caregivers, clinicians, employers, 
insurers, and policymakers make better-informed health decisions. As you know, this is 
critically important work before, during, and after the COVID-19 pandemic and must be 
supported as we continue to improve our health care system.  
 

• Children's Hospitals Graduate Medical Education (CHGME) Payment Program: The 
CHGME Payment Program assists freestanding children’s hospitals and health systems in 
funding their graduate medical education (GME) programs to train resident physicians 
and dentists. As you know, children’s hospitals and health systems provide critical care 
for children with complex needs and must continue to have our support now and into 
the future through programs like CHGME. 
 

• Mental Health Grants and Programs: The vital work led by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) ensures access to mental health 
services for vulnerable patients, especially in rural and underserved areas. These 
programs could also be expanded at SAMHSA and other agencies to better support the 
unique mental health needs of health care workers and prevent burnout.   

 

Thank you for your leadership and continued partnership to ensure access to high quality 
patient care for all Minnesotans. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions 
or would like to discuss these topics further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ben Hill 
Director of Federal Relations 


